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There is a misconception among the Buddhists that sharing of the merits is confined to only our past

"’departed relatives and it is not meant for living relatives in this life. In fact, the merits can be shared
to both the deceased and living individuals around us. Citations of following suttas from Pali Canon
are the tangible facts about sharing of the merit with living relatives.
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In Kaladana Sutta (AN 5: 36), the Buddha says that if one rejoices in someone’s merits or helps their
donation event, he will get a share of that merit.

» Those who rejoice in such deeds; (Ye tattha anumodanti)
Or who provide (other) service. (veyyavaccam karonti va)
Do not miss out on the offering; (na tena dakkhina ana)
They too partake of the merit. (tepi purfifiassa bhigino)

This discourse shows that we can share the merit with the people who are helping our donation
event. We can also share the information of our good deeds with living relatives who are living near
or far. If they rejoice our donation, they will also acquire good deed. Rejoicing others’ merit
(pattanumodana) is a kind of good deed and categorized under Dana group as it is mostly related to
it. If a person rejoices and appreciates the act of good deeds done by others, it will bring a
transformation of a better life particularly for a peta.

In Nandamata Sutta (AN 7:53), we can learn another evidence of sharing merit to a living individual.
After chanting the Parayana verses, Nandamata, one of the leading female disciples of the Buddha,
share that merit with the great [deva] king Vessavana. The great deva king rejoices it saying “Sadhu
Sadhu Sadhu!”. The great deva king informed Nandamata that the bhikkhu Sangha headed by Ven.
Sariputta and Ven. Moggallana will be coming to her hometown early next morning and urged her to
offer breakfast to the Nandamatae Sangha. The great deva king also requested her to dedicate and
share that merit with him. Nandamata did as requested.

to be continued
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Sharing merit with living relatives

After meal offering, Nandamata said to Ven. Sariputta, “Bhante, let whatever merit | may
have gained by this act of giving be dedicated to the happiness of the great [deva] king
Vessavana.”

In Mahaparinibbana Sutta (DN 16), the Buddha gives an advice to people who are moving to
their new houses. After offering meal to the virtuous people at the house opening day, they
should share the merit with devas who are residing there. This is what the Buddha taught in
the Sutta.

“In whatever place the wise man makes his home,

He should feed the virtuous leaders of the holy life.
Whatever devas there are who report this offering (dakkhinam),
They will pay him respect and honor for this.

They tremble (safeguard) for him as a mother for her son,
and he for whom devas tremble ever happy is.”

Taking this example, after doing a certain good deed, we normally share that merit with all
living beings by reciting the following stanza:

Akasattha ca bhummattha; Deva naga mahiddhika.
Puninam tam anumoditva; ciram rakkhantu sasanam.

May all beings inhabiting in space and earth,
Devas and Nagas of mighty power
Having shared this merit,

Long protect the Buddha Dispensation.

Sharing merits (pattidana) is especially done for departed relatives particularly for poor
Petas who needs our help to escape from their miserable lives. We recollect the gratitude of
our past relatives and do the best thing i.e. sharing of the merit with them. At the same time,
we shouldn’t forget that we can share our good deeds with living relatives as well. Sharing
merits itself is a kind of good deed that accelerate our good kamma in the future.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Members of the Managemggf%ommittee 2024/2025

y

MV 54th Annual General Meeting, was heid on 21st April 2024 at 1.30pm. The Religious Adviser
and Chief Monk of MV, Bha.n‘fe Seelananda, in his speech at Mangala Hall, said that all
members have the privilege of propagating the Dhamma through their actions which included
participating in thesManagement of the Temple. Bhante also remarked that members had
actively demonstrated their support for the new temple in Anuradhapura. In so-doing, all
memberssare practicing good thoughts and acquiring new good merits. Bhante also look
forward to having more younger people to join the MV community as members and
Committee members so that the good work and foundations laid by our late founding Bhante
M.M. Mahaweera can continue to grow.

The members have elected a new Management Committee for the term 2024/2025. They are:

Chairman Lim Ah Swan

Vice Chairman Tan Weng Cheong

Hon Secretary Rosalie Boon

Asst Hon Secretaries Janet Tan and Donna Tan

Hon Treasurer Mervin Phua

Asst Hon Treasurer Jenny Tar;_and Veronica Ang

Committee Members An_me-'llée, Hema Teo, Linda Ang, Jasmine Tan, Vijita Lim and Sam Chong
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The Organizing Team (standing) - Left to
Right: Jina Tan, Donna Tan, Kelvin Tang,
Melanie Zhang and Tan Sok Cheng

Seated: (L) Bhante Chandaratana and (R)
Bhante Seelananda

Participants with Venerables Bhante P Seelananda
and Bhante P Chandaratana at close of event

1st May is now synonymous with Silasamadana Day at MV. This event was initiated by our Chief Religious
Adviser, Bhante P Seelananda and held for the first time last year. It is an event whereby members,
devotees and students from the various sub-groups are encouraged to participate in the practicum of the
Buddha’s teachings.

Preceding this year’s Silasamaddana Day, were 2 nights of Dhamma Talks on Meditation held on 27th and 28th
April followed by another two full days of Meditation Retreat held on 29th and 30th April at MV. This year, MV
had invited meditation teacher, Bhante Panadure Chandaratana from the renowned Mitirigala Nissarana
Vanaya of Sri Lanka to conduct the 5-day event.

Chandaratana taught participants the techniques of both walking and sitting meditations. Bhante’s teachings
were based on the Satipattana Sutta taught by the Buddha. Bhante Chandaratana exhorted the benefits of
mindfulness and encouraged everyone not to be a “victim of (one’s own) defilements” and to use sati or
mindfulness to tame our lobha, dosa and moha so that concentration can be developed. Having a
concentrated mind or samadhi will help us to lessen or reduce our dukkha of both mental and physical
sufferings. Bhante Chandaratana used the analogy of a hall (mind) full of people (defilements). When people
start leaving the hall, one by one, we will see more space. Similarly, consistent meditation practices will rid the
mind of unnecessary burdens and leave the mind spacious, freer and thus happier. Mindfulness or Sati is
important as mindfulness holds faith, effort, concentration and wisdom together to form the five-faculties
needed for emancipation.

To those who participated, keep up the practice! To those who missed such a wonderful opportunity to learn
and practice, do mark your calendar and join the event next year!
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On the full-moon day of 22nd May, Mangala
Vihara celebrated Vesak marking the birth
of Prince Siddhartha, the Enlightenment of
Ascetic Gotama and the Mahaparinibbana
of Lord Buddha. The thrice-blessed
celebration is commemorated around the
world by all Buddhists to honour the Bude
and the legacies of the Dhamma
. “beautiful in the beginning,,
middle and beautiful.atithe end”.

-

From pre-Vesak preparations to the candle-light procession, many members,
devotees and students had come forward as volunteers and together made this
occasion a successful one. Mangala Vihara thank each and everyone for your

contributions of time, efforts and presence. Sadhu!
Jasmine Tan
31May2024
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Mangala Vihara International
Buddhist Centre, Anuradhapura

Mangala Vihara
International Buddhist
Centre at Anuradhapura, SL
- photos courtesy of
Jasmine Tan
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15th June 2024 will go down in history as a special day in the calendar of Mangala
Vihara International Buddhist Centre (MVIBC) for it was the day that it was officially
opened. MVIBC was conceived by Bhante P. Seelananda with objective of serving as
a place for foreign monks visiting Anuradhapura who face challenges in
accommodations, to rest and to practice. With full support from the management
committee, members and devotees of MV, we are happy to be part of this initiative
to support the growing international Sangha.

Bright and early, the contingent of sixty-five from Singapore arrived at the Maha
Bodhi Temple in Anuradhapura to “invite” the bodhi-tree sapling to the newly built
MVIBC. This follows the tradition set by Ven Mahinda in the 3rd century BCE where

Bhante Seelananda giving his he had Bhikkhuni Sanghamitta to bring a sapling of the Bodhi tree where Buddha
welcome speech.

Photo courtesy of Lee Mee Yin

attained enlightenment to Sri Lanka.

Led by Kandyan drummers, the procession of bodhi sapling, Buddha-image and
relic casket were brought into MVIBC. After a ribbon-cutting ceremony by
distinguished monks and local dignitaries, the sapling, Buddha-image and relic
casket were installed. Flowers and candles were offered in adoration at the
respective altars. The temple was officially handed over to the Maha Sangha by Mr
Lim Ah Swan, Mdm Veronica Ang and Ms Rosalie Boon.

Besides the sixty-five from MV Singapore, ten monks, distinguished guests,
neighbours and many local devotees attended the opening ceremony. This was
followed by a Sanghika dana and lunch for all who attended. To commemorate the
joyous occasion, an overnight chanting session was conducted till the dawn of the
following morning of 16th June.

Please read Chairman Lim Ah Swan opening speech and visit our website and facebook pages
to view more photos.

Jasmine Tan

24th June 2024
Top - Bodhi sapling at Maha Bodhi Temple - photo Janet Tan and Donna Tan offer lighted lotus candles at the
courtesy of Jasmine Tan newly installed Buddha image at the shrine hall located on

Below - Bringing the sapling to MVIBC - photo the 3rd storey.
courtesy of Lee Mee Yin Photo courtesy of Lee Mee Yin
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- Mangala Vihara International
~-——= . Buddhist Centre, Anuradhapura !

Speech by Chairman Lim Ah Swan on the
opening of MVIBC

Namo Buddhaya, Good morning, Venerable Sirs

- Ven. Prof. Ittademaliye Indasara Nayaka Thero Ex Vice Chancellor,
Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka.

- fellow dhammadutas, ladies and gentlemen,

Today is a momentous day as we come together to celebrate the
opening of Mangala Vihara International Buddhist Centre. It is with
immense joy and gratitude that | stand before you on this special
occasion. This is not only a significant milestone for our community
but also a deeply personal one for me, as it marks the first time | am
so involved in the opening of a temple.

My first foray into Buddhism began in 1970 with Singapore's Mangala Vihara( Buddhist Temple), which had already been
serving the local community for a good decade when | joined. My journey with Mangala Vihara included being part of the
organising committee when we undertook the construction of an extension building and a refresh of the main shrine hall.
However, today’s occasion is distinctively different and profoundly inspiring. Here, at Mangala Vihara International
Buddhist Centre, we have built it from the ground up, transforming a mere plot of land into this magnificent and serene
space where we now stand.

This remarkable accomplishment is a testament to our collective effort, dedication, and shared vision. | understand from
Bhante Seelananda that he intends for Mangala Vihara International Buddhist Centre to also accommodate foreign
Buddhist monks visiting Anuradhapura, addressing the challenges they face in finding suitable accommodation in this
place. This initiative reflects not only foresight but also a deep compassion and a commitment to the wellbeing of the
Sangha, who continue to help us find our way in today’s busy world.

| believe | speak for all of us when | say that we are grateful for the opportunity to practice dana, the act of giving, which is a
cornerstone of Buddhism. Many of us have contributed time, money, and effort to support Bhante Seelananda and the
Buddhist community here. Dana is extolled in the Pali canon as a great virtue and is considered the beginning of the path to
liberation.

We can draw inspiration from one of Buddha's greatest lay supporters, Anathapindika, renowned for his supreme
generosity. His gift of Jetavana Park provided shelter for the Sangha and for the Buddha during his lifetime. This act of
giving has echoed through the centuries, providing a timeless example of generosity and devotion.

While we may not all have the means to give on the scale of Anathapindika, we should embrace every opportunity for dana
with a joyful heart. Before giving, we should feel happiness in anticipating the chance to practice generosity. While giving,
we should rejoice in the act itself, knowing we are helping to meet a need. And after giving, we can find satisfaction and
peace in having performed a good deed. So when it is time for all of us to close our eyes, we should pray that our good
deeds will appear and remind us of the good that we have done in our lives before our passing away.

To conclude, | would like to share a call to alms giving from the Dhammapada, Verse 177 as uttered by the Buddha:
Asadisadana Vatthu, Na ve kadariya devalokam vajanti,
bala have nappasamsanti danam, dhiro ca danam anumodamano, ten’eva so hoti sukhi parattha.

"Indeed, misers do not go to celestial realms; fools do not praise charity. The wise man rejoices in giving and thereby
becomes happy thereafter."

Let us all rejoice today in the opening of Mangala Vihara International Buddhist Centre, celebrating this new beacon of
peace and spirituality. May Mangala Vihara International Buddhist Centre flourish and serve the Buddhist community and
all beings with grace and wisdom for many years to come.

Thank you, and may you all be blessed with happiness and peace.
Mr Lim Ah Swan
Chairman, Mangala Vihara Buddhist Temple
15th June 2024
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Register here for the
Diploma in Buddhism
Course Preview now!

€ onamma Tatk

Bt Cakhapata was orained aa n monk 1 the
age of 17 amd obtsined Ws Dham

degiee
Kelaniya Univerity In 2008 and was one of the

Upcoming Events

Buddhist Courses

n Myanmar. B Duddnam
te various classes a1 Wangala Vihars (Buddhisn
Temple) in Singapare sinca 2012

The Nature of

Religion

15 July 2024,
Manday

7.45pm - 9.15pm

Pindapata Ceremony

Mangala Vibara (Buddhin Temple)

; L
Ny 9 August 2024

- =y §.00am

Mangala Wihara
{Buddhan Tomple)

Can you decide
your Rebirth?

19 August 2024,
Monday
T.A45pm -

e Fulk erm Viwsdwie” rrirm n&md’mu.}ﬁ

e

Chanting Classes 2024
Mangala Vihara (Buddhist Temple)

o

20 July - 30 October

.00 e 430 pen Path of Emsncipaticn

e B Wig Sutea - Parns 18 11

DAY

Moy

Tuesdey

Wedsoadsy  Roojpm ajopm Mg Soma - Parus LG AV
Feiday o g .00 g Surta - Revisian
Samby

0 30 ree—

D AR

RYSEHTEESD

202414 % W A
A %G AR

EIAER S BT RIRTER

L

EEEESHER

Daily Life & Liberation

202459728

BT SASHE PA1S:

Mgl S
Busdalilnt & Poli College A

E 20 Jul, Saturday

| Vassana Invitation E
18 Aug, Sunday

.+ 7th Lunar Month
General

~ Transferring

 of Merits |




